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Shock, outrage expressed by Euro-Med
Monitor over Israel’s ongoing mutilation
and filming of dead Palestinian bodies
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Geneva – In a statement released today, Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor

expressed shock and horror over video footage showing an Israeli military

vehicle deliberately trampling the body of a dead Palestinian civilian who

died trying to cross Israel’s “safe corridor” in Gaza.

According to the Euro-Med Monitor team’s investigation, the man had been

attempting to flee Israeli violence via the “safe corridor”—Salah al-Din Street,

the Gaza Strip’s main road—that the Israeli army allegedly allocated for the

use of displaced Palestinian civilians travelling south from Gaza City and

other northern areas. The man was shot and killed before being deliberately

trampled on by the military vehicle, said the human rights organisation.

Since the start of Israel’s war on the Gaza Strip on 7 October, Euro-Med

Monitor has documented numerous brutal Israeli violations, including

mutilating the bodies of dead Palestinians by harassing corpses on camera,

dragging them, urinating on them, and even cutting off their limbs.

The rules of international law stipulate the necessity of respecting and

protecting the bodies of the dead during armed conflicts, in accordance

with Rule 115, which states that, “The dead must be disposed of in a

respectful manner and their graves respected and properly maintained.” The

Fourth Geneva Convention also stresses that, “Each party to the conflict

must take all possible measures to prevent the dead from being despoiled.

Mutilation of dead bodies is prohibited.”

Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor wholeheartedly denounced the Israeli

soldiers’ boasts of mutilating the bodies of the dead, and their publishing of

video clips documenting these horrific practices. The Geneva-based rights
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group views these acts as reflections of the severity of the soldiers’ sadism

and their flagrant violation of the rules of war, and called on the international

community to immediately intervene.
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